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Shortly after I first arrived on campus in June 2013, I discovered that Salus University 
was one of the region’s best kept secrets. While we enjoy a great reputation among the 
professions we serve, many of our local and regional neighbors had never heard  
of us. Being a well-kept secret does not work for an academic institution. Not only do 
we want prospective students to hear about our programs, visit our campus and meet 
some of our faculty and students, we want foundations and corporations to know Salus 
and the wonderful work we do in our community so they can help support our efforts 
there and in the classroom. I have made it one of my missions to spread the word about 
Salus and have been gratified by the enthusiastic response I have received from people 
once they have heard about what we do. 

To me that overall response is key to our future success. All of us within the Salus 
community know the important, innovative, life-changing things we do here; however, 
for the general public it’s a “wow” moment when they hear about our programs, our 
clinical training, our community outreach and what we are doing to educate healthcare, 
blindness/low vision and rehabilitation professionals. It was evident that people need to 
know and understand who we are and what we do so we can continue to attract the 
best and the brightest students and faculty in addition to attracting new donors to the 
institution. To that end, we embarked on a deliberate quest to determine how best to 
achieve that.

This issue contains the story of the lengthy process that resulted in much more than 
the refreshed University logo on the cover. As you read the article, you will learn about 
the discovery process that involved the entire Salus community and brought us to 
the definition of who we are and how we want to be perceived as the leader in health 
sciences and blindness/low vision education and rehabilitation.

In addition to the rebranding process, the University began to work on our next five-
year strategic plan (2015-2016), which will be introduced over the next few months. 
Salus University is perfectly situated to achieve great things in the ever-changing world 
of healthcare. Our interprofessional education and interdisciplinary training prepare 
our graduates to become integral members of today’s healthcare teams; our clinical 
training is excellent, as attested by our preceptors, many of whom are alumni, and our 
outstanding, world-class faculty is focused on the success of our students. The new 
strategic plan will ensure that prospective students, graduate school advisors and the 
public in general know Salus as the leader we are. 

In this issue you also will read about the University Bench Dedication Program, the 
perfect way to remember someone special, honor your profession, or simply support 
the education of the next generation of health professionals. Other giving opportunities 
include a new, state-of-the-art computer lab, modernizing our optometry clinical 
procedures lab, and an update to our library in addition to planned giving opportunities.

All of us who are graduates of Salus University – whether via Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry, Graduate Programs in Blindness and Low Vision, PCO School of Audiology 
or Salus – are now part of the Salus family. We need your help in letting the rest of 
the world know who we are, what we offer and what we do. I thank everyone who 
participated in the many surveys, interviews and focus groups for your time, insights 
and participation in the process for the rebranding and strategic planning. The response 
from our alumni was gratifying. I hope that you enjoy the fruits of our labor over the 
coming months as you see a new look to our materials, website and campus signage. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at Reunion Weekend, May 2-3. In the meantime, 
enjoy this new season of growth and renewal.

Michael H. Mittelman, OD ’80, MPH, FAAO, FACHE 
RADM, USN (ret)

From President Mittelman
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A United Salus Stands Proud

In 2013, the University began the long, deliberate process of self-identification in 
preparation for a new five-year (2015-2020) strategic plan. As that process unfolded, 
it became apparent to the Board of Trustees and the administration that a rebranding 
of the Salus identity and assets was also needed. The University, known in academic 
and professional circles largely because of our faculty and the quality of our graduates, 
was not easily identified in other areas that included prospective students looking for a 
graduate or professional degree program. 

WHAT DOES “REBRAND” MEAN?

In marketing terms, a company’s brand presents their market identity – who they are, 
what they do, what kind of quality they provide, their reputation for trustworthiness, 
and more. Basically a promise between a company and its customers – or in this 
case a university and its students – a brand is immediately identifiable to consumers. 
Consequently, brand marketing is important to nearly every business – or university. 
In the world of higher education one has only to think of the University of Chicago’s 
intellectual brand or MIT’s brand of technology to realize precisely how a strong brand 
is recognizable and conveys its promise to prospective students and the public. 

Why rebrand? Until now, Salus University may have been the best under-told story 
in the world of healthcare education. The members of the University community 
– students, faculty, alumni, trustees and staff – have long known and appreciated 
what makes the Salus experience like no other. The challenge was to enlighten the 
health professions, prospective students, grant officers and the public at large locally, 
nationally and internationally about the Salus story in a way that honored our 96-year 
old legacy and captured who we are today. 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS?

Much more than a new logo, the rebranding would extend to the words and photos 
utilized to convey the Salus message to the public. This will be evident next month in 
the University’s new, structurally and stylistically redesigned website, and in the photos 
in this issue, which show potential print ads and mobile device applications.  

Working with BrandDrive, a Philadelphia-based branding 
agency, a three-pronged plan was devised to meet this 
challenge and express those goals. The plan included:

• a new brand identity that conveys the Salus promise to our 
“customers” – in this case, our students, faculty, alumni, 
patients, clients and the public at large

• an evolved creative platform – a plan for what message 
about the University should be conveyed, to whom, and with 
what tone in advertising and printed materials 

• a stronger, more powerful voice in the market that positions 
Salus University as the unprecedented leader in health 
science and blindness/low vision post-graduate education
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EVOLUTION OF THE SALUS BRAND

During 2014 the University community became immersed in the process of discovery, 
where the assets of the Salus brand were uncovered through a disciplined process 
of surveys, interviews, meetings and focus groups. Through an exhaustive ten-week 
period, alumni, students, faculty, preceptors, trustees and staff were interviewed to 
uncover what is truly special about the Salus experience, and how it could best be 
expressed. Simultaneously, prospective health science post-graduate students were 
profiled to uncover what they demand from a brand experience – and what Salus 
competitors fail to deliver.

The one constant found throughout the students, faculty, alumni, staff and some 
preceptors interviewed was the strong desire to protect the integrity of the intellectual 
capital of the University. Participants were enthusiastic in describing Salus as not just a 
place for practical hands-on training and knowledge, but as an intimate, collaborative, 
interdisciplinary environment where students can learn from faculty and one another 
and can also challenge the University’s leadership to ensure Salus curricula and 
programs are among the best available. 

A REMARKABLE INTERSECTION OF IDEAS

What was discovered during this process is that Salus delivers precisely what 
prospective students seek and prospective employers of graduates demand:

• our rigorous curriculum

• early clinical exposure 

• an intimate, boutique environment that fosters a true collaborative learning 
experience between students and faculty

Once the above results were quantified, it only remained to 
wrap these benefits into a brand strategy with an emotional 
impact. After much internal discussion and several rounds 
of strategic options – relentlessly tested among various 
stakeholder groups, from students and faculty to alumni and 
trustees – a brand platform, titled “Intellectual Connectors,” 
was chosen as the strategic approach that celebrates that 
which is truly special about Salus University. 
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A brand platform is the foundation upon which a brand is built. It consists of many 
of the brand’s elements such as its values, personality and tone of voice, all of which 
will help establish a brand that sets itself apart from competitors, is perceived to be of 
value in the marketplace, and provides a structure for consistent messaging. The actual 
words “Intellectual Connectors” will never be seen in print. Rather, the University’s ads, 
brochures, posters and printed materials will be created in such a way as to evoke that 
feeling from anyone visiting our website, looking at an Admissions brochure or seeing  
a Salus ad. 

Using the new logo’s brand mark as an example of the brand platform, its design is 
meant to signify the ongoing thought, leadership and intellectual curiosity of Salus. The 
interconnectivity of the rings in the brand mark celebrates the University’s commitment 
to an interdisciplinary experience and serves to “connect” the individual colleges under 
the Salus umbrella. Its shape, which uses graduated circles, represents ongoing motion 
and personalization of the complexities of health science. The logo’s color combination 
(red, gray and orange) was chosen to convey energy, rigor and focus – all elements of 
the Salus experience. 
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THE RESULTS

The new Salus University brand identity (logo and theme line) was chosen by committee 
from more than twenty-four options narrowed down to five shown to the University 
community through a series of meetings, focus groups and interviews. Participants’ 
suggested tweaks to the most popular of the five design options resulted in the final 
design. The type font was chosen to convey academic leadership in a highly intellectual 
environment. The intersecting circles of the brand mark were custom designed to show 
the integration of all disciplines at Salus in a progressive, but approachable way. The 
theme line, “The Future of Health Science Since 1919.” is a powerful promise to continue 
our influential legacy in the worlds of health science and blindness/low vision.

The creative team, specifically Steve DiNardo and Roni Lagin, was committed to the 
entire process and provided many opportunities for members of the Salus community 
to voice their opinions and offer suggestions and constructive criticism. The result is 
a true exemplification of the wholly collaborative and intellectual environment of the 
University. The rollout of the new look began in March and the University website’s new 
look and feel will be unveiled at the end of next month. 

Like people, all organizations have a personality, and according to BrandDrive president, 
Steve DiNardo, “To us, it’s the heartbeat of who Salus is. The impression we create when 
we meet other people is formed by the way we behave, the way we look and dress, the 
way we communicate and the value we deliver,” he noted. “In the same way we form 
opinions about people, we form opinions about brands.” He and Roni Lagin felt they 
needed to “create a look and feel that ‘personalizes’ the brand strategy, and significantly 
breaks through competitive clutter. We created a robust, modern look that expresses the 
Intellectual Connectors brand platform, and used a copy platform (for printed materials) 
that speaks in a highly modern, powerful voice focused on the future of health science.”

Throughout the progression of determining and articulating the Salus brand – from 
identifying the need to the finished product – the unstinting efforts of the University’s 
Board of Trustees, President’s Council, Marketing Committee, alumni, faculty, students 
and staff have made the results a true collaborative affair. The new look and feel of  
Salus materials is one that is strong, proud and unified across all Colleges, programs  
and clinical facilities. 

The Salus community can take satisfaction in the knowledge 
that our legacy and the pride each of us has for Salus is now 
beautifully displayed and strongly articulated. It is that spirit of 
collaboration and the blend of strategic and creative thinking 
that has brought Salus University to the place we are now – 
and to where we will go in the future.
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JOIN US FOR 2015 ALUMNI WEEKEND  
AND REUNION CELEBRATION – MAY 2-3, 2015

In today’s ever-changing health workforce environment, 
it has become extremely important to understand how 
cross-discipline collaboration creates more effective, 
flexible, and efficient care. 

Join us to explore the benefits of interdisciplinary 
healthcare delivery. We will celebrate the impact of our 
expertise on improving the health of our surrounding 
communities.

Featuring:
• Interdisciplinary Education 
• The Dr. Joseph C. Toland 25th Annual Excellence  

in Education Conference
• Retired Professionals Reception
• Campus Tours
• Celebration of Reunion Classes
• Dinner Celebration at the Chart House on the  

Delaware River
• Presentation of Alumni Association Awards
• “I” Care Raffle Drawing
• Alumni Association Annual Meeting

Full details and registration information can be found at: 
www.salus.edu/reunion2015/

Alumni News

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARDEES

Awards will be presented at the  Celebration and Awards Dinner on  May 2, 2015 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Gregory A. Caldwell,  OD ’95, FAAO
AOA Board of  Trustees Member
Albert Fitch Memorial   
Alumnus of the Year

Tomi Thibodeaux Browne, AuD ’04
Humanitarian, activist,  
founder of HEARt  of the Village, Inc.
Audiology  Alumnus of the Year

Judith A. Creuz, AuD ’06
Instructor, Penn State University,  
and champion for the  
Osborne College  of Audiology
Special Recognition Award
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In December, President Mittelman announced the 
promotion of Maura Keenan as vice president of Human 
Resources and Administrative Services. Prior to this 
promotion Ms. Keenan was director of Human Resources. 

The new position will combine key support functions 
– General Administration, Human Resources, 
Facilities and Security – within a single office. In 
promoting her, Dr. Mittelman noted Ms. Keenan’s 
extensive background of more than 20 years in 
human resources and administration in both  
not-for-profit and for-profit environments. 

Provost Janice Scharre announced the appointment of 
Joy Henderson, MMS ’12, PA-C, as interim director of the 
Physician Assistant program. Ms. Henderson, whose clinical 
specialty is primary care, holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
elementary education from the University of North Florida. 
Ms. Henderson assumed responsibility as director from  
Dr. Richard C. Vause, Jr., who has taken a more active role in 
teaching full-time and transitioned back into a faculty role. 

In December, William Brichta, MBA, chief information 
officer for the University, announced the appointment 
of Marietta Dooley, MSLIS, as the director of the Gerard 
Cottet Library. Ms. Dooley holds a Master of Library and 
Information Science from Syracuse University and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Kutztown University.

Salus Board of Trustees vice chair, Daniel Abramowitz, 
PhD, executive vice president, Technology and Regulatory 
Affairs, Crown Holdings, Inc., has been named chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Industrial Research Institute. 
Mr. Abramowitz has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees for PCO/Salus since 2000. 

In February, the interprofessional education committee 
(IPE) of the University presented “Interprofessional 
Education at Salus” to an interested audience of faculty, 
students and staff in a Salus Time presentation. The 
presentation stressed the importance of interprofessional 
education in today’s healthcare environment and 
highlighted the University’s commitment to interdisciplinary 
care. Led by Dr. Radhika Aravamudhan, Osborne College 
of Audiology assistant dean for the Foundations and 
Assesment of Audiologic Medicine, the presentation 
included an overview of the committee’s origin and  
goals by Dr. Linda Casser, coordinator of IPE initiatives  
for the University, and presentations by Dr. Anthony F.  
Di Stefano, director of Public Health programs; Dr. Melissa 
Vitek, director, Electives Advanced Studies, and panelists 
Dr. Jonette Owen, assistant dean, Osborne College 
of Audiology, Joy Henderson, PA-C, interim director, 
Physician Assistant program; Victoria Galbreth ‘16OD; 
Nicholas Karbach ‘17OD; Julia Kuksin ‘17AUD; Florencia 
Lopez ‘15PA; Kallie McCartin ‘17OD, and Erika Peavey ‘15PA. 

The University has announced that Harvey Rubin, MD, 
PhD, will be the keynote speaker at the spring 2015 
commencement on May 22. Dr. Rubin is a professor 
of Medicine, Microbiology and Computer Science at 
the University of Pennsylvania and is the director of 
the Institute for Strategic Threat Analysis and Response 
(ISTAR) at Penn, which he founded in 2002. Dr. Rubin 
presented at the inaugural Salus Time Speakers Series in 
September, when he spoke to students and faculty about 
the “Pharmaceutical Cold Chain” developed to meet the 
challenges of transporting pharmaceuticals requiring 
refrigeration in underdeveloped countries by harnessing 
the power of cell phone towers. 

Dr. Radhika Aravamudhan, Dr. Linda Casser, Dr. Anthony F. 
Di Stefano, Ms. Kerry Lueders, Mr. Daniel Scott, Dr. Satya 
Verma, and Dr. Melissa Vitek presented a poster at the 
National Academies of Practice entitled, “Interprofessional 
Initiatives at Salus University.” Drs. Aravamudhan, Casser,  
Di Stefano and Vitek also presented, “A Unique Perspective 
in Both Didactic and Clinical Education” at Jefferson 
Hospital’s conference, Interprofessional Care for the 21st 
Century: Redefining Education and Practice. 

BIOMEDICINE

Michael Baertschi and Dr. Mitchell Scheiman successfully 
completed their qualifying examination or viva, known as the 
“rite of passage” to PhD candidacy status. The viva exam is a 
key comprehensive examination that reviews the students’ 
preliminary dissertation theory and work. It is mandatory that 
the student pass the viva in order to complete their pursuit 
of the PhD degree. Mr. Baertschi and Dr. Scheiman are the 
first two students in the program to do so.

William A. Monaco, OD, MSEd, PhD, FAAO, associate 
dean of Graduate Programs in Biomedicine and associate 
director of Public Health programs, received the Orion 
Award from AFOS (Armed Forces 
Optometric Society) in March at the 
annual SECO meeting in Atlanta. This 
award is given to individuals who have 
made significant contributions to the 
profession. Dr. Monaco is a founding 
member of AFOS with forty-five years of 
active membership. 

RESEARCH

Dr. Teresa Duda, professor, and Dr. Rameshwar Sharma, 
distinguished professor, working with colleagues at 
the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary (MEEI) and 
Harvard Medical School, had their study “Modulation of 
Phototransduction by Bicarbonate in Rods and Cones” 
published recently in the online Journal of Biological 
Chemistry. Bicarbonate (baking soda) alters how we see 
by modifying the visual signal generated by rod and cone 
photoreceptors that detect light. Within rods and cones, a 
small soluble molecule, cGMP, links photon absorption to 
the electrical activity of the photoreceptor.

University News
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Dr. Duane Geruschat, associate professor, and Ms. Jamie 
Maffit, assistant professor, have begun Year 2 Evaluations of 
Functional Mobility and Activity of Daily Living Performance 
Assessments for the Center for Cellular and Molecular 
Therapeutics at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and 
SPARK Therapeutics Phase 3 Protocol, Safety and Efficacy 
Study in Subjects with Leber Congenital Amaurosis (LCA) 
Using Adeno-Associated Viral Vector to Deliver the Gene for 
Human RPE65 to the Retinal Pigment Epithelium (RPE). 

PCO WORLD 
Pennsylvania College of Optometry

Dean Lori Grover has announced the following 
appointments:

Mark Boas, OD ’86, MS ’86, assistant professor
Enrique Pfeiffer, MD, assistant professor 
Mary Jo Thomas, OD, instructor

Dean Lori Grover and Jenny Myung, OD, were invited 
to visit Capitol Hill by ARVO (Association for Research in 
Vision and Ophthalmology) and NAEVR (National Alliance 
for Eye and Vision Research) for ARVO Advocacy Day on 
February 6. Dr. Myung, one of only six Young Investigators 
chosen to represent six schools/colleges of optometry or 
medicine around the nation, presented her research and 
met with legislators and their staff, as well as the ARVO 
Board of Directors. Dr. Grover, who nominated Dr. Myung 

for this honor, was one of the 
invited advocates and mentors. 
Advocacy Day is an opportunity 
for ARVO to advocate for 
additional funding for eye and 
vision research for the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) and the 
National Eye Institute (NEI).

Dr. Melissa Vitek, director of Electives and Advanced 
Studies and assistant professor, co-authored 
“Interprofessional Education and Collaborative Patient 
Care at US Schools and Colleges of Optometry: A Special 
Report” with Dr. John Baker. The report was published in 
the Winter-Spring issue of Optometric Education. Dr. Vitek 
is the PCO academic liaison to International Programs, 
a member of the IPE Committee at Salus University and 
the ASCO Committee on Interprofessional Education and 
Collaborative Practice.

In February, The Eye Institute (TEI) began a five-week 
diabetes management program in conjunction with 
Penn State Cooperative Extension. The goal of the 
program, “Dining with Diabetes,” is to help individuals 
with diabetes understand the most important aspects of 
diabetes management. Registered dietitian and certified 
diabetes educator-led discussions addressed topics that 
included important numbers awareness, planning healthy 
meals, and the impact of physical activity. Lab tests were 
offered to measure HbA1c values. Classes included food 
demonstrations, exercise ideas and group discussion.

Dr. Linda Casser, professor, was the keynote speaker at the 
annual conference of the National Association of Veterans 
Affairs Optometrists (NAVAO) held in November. The title 
of her presentation was Optometry: A Remarkable Past, 
Pathways to its Future.

At the American Academy of Optometry (AAO) annual 
meeting in November, nine PCO students were inducted 
as Student Fellows of the Academy. The students received 
their pins and certificates from Dean Grover and Dr. Sayta 
Verma, assistant director of the PCO externship program 
and AAO student liaison for PCO at a campus ceremony.

The University’s mobile unit received an updated look 
in December with a new “skin” that showcased the 
University’s refreshed logo, brand mark and colors. The 
photography on the unit’s sides now depicts optometry 
plus several other professions served by Salus, making the 
unit “mobile marketing” for the University.

THE AURICLE 
George S. Osborne College of Audiology

Elizabeth Sedunov, AuD, instructor, has earned certification 
through the American Board of Audiology.

Dean Victor H. Bray and Dr. Jonette Owen, assistant dean 
for the Practice and Assessment of Audiologic Medicine 
and coordinator of External Clinical Education, presented 
“How Many AuDs Does It Take to Graduate an AuD?” at 
AudiologyNOW!, the annual meeting of the American 
Academy of Audiology in San Antonio, Texas last month. 

Dr. Martin Pienkowski, assistant professor, had several 
presentations. “Cortical reorganization following exposure 
to traumatic and non-traumatic noise on hearing function” 
was presented at the 37th Midwinter meeting of the 
Association for Research in Otolaryngology in San Diego 
and at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, 
Department of Neuroscience. Dr. Pienkowski also 
presented “‘Safe’ noise exposure can also cause ‘hidden’ 
hearing loss” at the University of Western Ontario School of 
Communication Science and Disorders.

Dr. Jonette Owen, assistant dean for the Practice and 
Assessment of Audiologic Medicine and coordinator of 
External Clinical Education, and adjunct instructors  
Dr. Rita Chaiken and Dr. Jiovanne Hughart held a cerumen 
management workshop at the annual Academy of Doctors 
of Audiology conference.

University News (continued)
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INSIGHTS 
College of Education and Rehabilitation

Dr. Fabiana Perla, director of the Orientation and Mobility 
program, gave two presentations at the Association for 
Education and Rehabilitation of Individuals with Vision 
Impairments (AER) conference in Puerto Rico in January. 
Her first presentation, on Interprofessional Education at 
Salus, was a poster highlighting collaboration between 

vision professionals and occupational 
therapy students. The second was an 
oral presentation in Spanish on Problem-
Solving Assessment and Interventions 
in the Context of Orientation and 
Mobility Services for Children with Visual 
Impairments.  

Kerry Lueders, MS, director of the Low Vision Rehabilitation 
program and assistant professor, has been appointed to 
the Board of the Penn-Del Association for Education and 
Rehabilitation of Blind and Visually Impaired Individuals.

Lachelle Smith, MS, director of the Vision Rehabilitation 
Therapy program, has been appointed co-chair of the 
Professional Identity Committee for the National Vision 
Rehabilitation Therapy Consortium.

Dr. Lauren Sponseller, academic fieldwork coordinator for 
the Occupational Therapy program, was appointed secretary 
of the Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy Association 
(POTA) State Board. An executive member of the POTA 
Board, Dr. Sponseller is also POTA membership chair. 

Four CER faculty members presented “Seeing Things 
Differently: Interprofessional Collaboration between 
Occupational Therapists and Vision Professionals” at 
the POTA conference in November. The four presenters 
were Dr. Fern Silverman, director, Occupational Therapy 
program; Dr. Fabiana Perla, director, Orientation and 
Mobility program; Jamie Maffit, MS, COMS, CLVT, 
coordinator, Orientation and Mobility program; and  
Dr. Lauren Sponseller, coordinator of Academic Fieldwork, 
Occupational Therapy program. 

Robert Serianni, MS, CCC-SLP, director, Clinical 
Education for the new Speech-Language Pathology 
program, has been selected as one of 15 participants 
in the 2015 CAPCSD (Council of Academic Programs 
in Communications Sciences and Disorders) inaugural 
Leadership Academy to be held this month in California. 

Dr. Ruth Farber, associate professor, Occupational Therapy, 
has had an article entitled, “Integrating the ICF with Positive 
Psychology: Factors Predicting Role Participation for 
Mothers with Multiple Sclerosis,” accepted for publication 
by Rehabilitation Psychology.

THE PULSE 
College of Health Sciences, Physician Assistant Program

Abby Jacobson, MS, PA-C, assistant professor, whose 
specialty is dermatology, presented on New Medication 
for Psoriasis at Celgene Pharmaceuticals in New York 
in January. In March, she served on Advisory Boards for 
Novartis and Eli Lilly, and the George Washington University 
Board of review for a dermatology update.   

Dr. Richard C. Vause, Jr, PA-C, associate professor, will 
present to the Society of Army Physician Assistants (SAPA) 
later this month. SAPA, a constituent chapter of the 
American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA), is a 
civilian organization founded to represent and support the 
US Army physician assistant.

THE FRONTLINE 
College of Health Sciences, Public Health Programs

Public Health program director, Dr. Anthony F. Di Stefano, 
welcomed new faculty members to the program. Salus 
president, Dr. Michael H. Mittelman, is teaching a Global 
Health and Leadership course, and Brian Pasquale, a public 
health specialist in environmental emergency preparedness 
and disaster management, now teaches the Environmental 
Health course.

In January the University’s Public Health program and the 
Montgomery County Health Department co-hosted a Salus 
Time Speakers Series event entitled, “Ebola and Infectious 
Diseases: Community Preparedness.” A panel of experts 
shared information and updates about the ebola virus and 
other infectious diseases with a large audience comprised of 
local health and social work professionals and Salus students, 
faculty and staff. Speakers ranged from the County’s director 
of health to Lili Liang ’16OD/MPH, who spent three months 
in Liberia in 2012 on a research project. As a result of the 
Salus Time experts’ presentation, two MPH students have 
chosen ebola related projects. “Post Ebola Transition and 
Transformation in Liberia: Health Policy Implications” was 
chosen by Ms. Liang, a dual degree OD/MPH student, and 
“Nigeria’s Successful Response to Ebola; A Case Study” is the 
project topic of Dr. Ukinebo Abu, a Nigerian optometrist.

The MPH program is offering an elective in collaboration 
with the Montgomery County Health Department to 
prepare individuals to join the volunteer emergency 
preparedness Medical Reserve Corps (MRC). 

The Master of Public Health (MPH) program now offers a 
dual degree OD/MPH track for Doctor of Optometry (OD) 
students at other schools and colleges. 

Dr. Di Stefano is coordinating the development of a 
national health policy statement for the American Public 
Health Association on the issue of school-based vision care 
and its sustainability.

Michele Mathes, who teaches Public Health Ethics and 
Health and Human Rights courses in the MPH program, 
recently co-authored a book entitled, Nurse’s Law –  
Legal Questions and Answers for the Practicing Nurse.
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Jeffrey C. Magun, OD, ‘69, FAAO was the 

2014 US and World Champion in karate under 

the North American Sport Karate Association. 

He competed in the 60+ open black belt 

division.  

1 9 7 0 s

David Miller, OD ’73 will be traveling with the 

Pujols Family Foundation to the Dominican 

Republic to provide treatment for eye 

diseases. The trip is sponsored by TLCVision. 

Dr. Miller currently practices in Yonkers and 

White Plains, NY at Sears Optical.

Thomas P. Webb, OD ‘73 retired this past 

November after 41 years of solo practice in 

Utica, NY. He is an active member in local and 

state optometric associations, the BSK honor 

society, and the Rotary Club of Utica. He was 

chairman, and is currently a member on the 

board of directors for the Central Association 

for the Blind and Visually Impaired. Tom and 

his wife, Rhea, currently live in New Hartford, 

NY.

Satya B. Verma, OD ’75, FAAO assistant 

director of Salus PCO External Education 

and associate professor, was recognized 

at the American Academy of Optometry 

(AAO) awards ceremony this past November. 

Current president of the National Academies 

of Practice (NAP), Dr. Verma was awarded 

the 2014 AAO Life Fellow Award, given each 

year to distinguished individuals who have 

made many contributions to advancing the 

optometry profession. 

Janet E. Summers, OD ’78, CMPH has 

accepted a new position as vice president 

of Clinical Standards for HVHC, Inc., and has 

relocated to San Antonio, TX from Pittsburgh, 

PA.

Richard Clompus, OD ’79 is president of 

Clompus Consulting Group, LLC, which 

has introduced its first digital service for 

optometrists which allows them to connect 

with new patients. The service records audio 

messages, creating a personalized script for 

each user and creating a new dimension to 

their website. Details can be found on  

www.clompusconsulting.com.  

Dr. Clompus is the father of Caitlin M. 
Anderson, MMS ’12, PA-C.
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Robert L. Owens, OD ’80, FAAO and his wife, 

Vicki, will be constructing a New Holland Eye 

and Ear facility to provide health services for 

vision and hearing. Dr. Owens’s practice had 

outgrown its previous location. The practice 

is a family affair, with Chief Financial Officer 

Vicki Owens, and their daughter, Sarah, who 

is the office manager. The family expects to 

break ground on the new 11,082 square foot, 

two-story facility this spring.

Marla L. Moon, OD ’82, FAAO has been 

re-elected chair of the Pennsylvania State 

Board of Optometry for the fifth year. She is 

a principal and founding partner of Nittany 

Eye Associates in State College, PA and the 

Pennsylvania state leader for the InfantSEE 

program. For her work with InfantSEE,  

Dr. Moon was the 2008 recipient of the  

W. David Sullins National Doctor of the  

Year Award.

Jeanne A. Goldy-Sanitate, MS ’89, a graduate 

of the University’s Low Vision Rehabilitation 

(LVR) program, was featured in the Cape 

Gazette (DE) in an article titled, “Jeanne 

Goldy-Sanitate: Superwoman on Wheels,” 

which praised her many accomplishments 

despite an ongoing battle with multiple 

sclerosis (MS). The article highlighted the 

journey of the US Air Force veteran-from 

her diagnosis of MS to her para-athlete 

accomplishments in competitive events, 

including swimming, skiing, shooting, 

cycling, bowling and golfing. In addition to 

dominating athletic events, Jeanne strives 

to work with veterans, especially women 

struggling with sexual abuse issues. She 

currently lives with her husband in Sawgrass 

South, DE.

Pollyanna Sparrow OD ’89 celebrates 25 

years of practice in Nazareth, PA this year and 

was included in an article in lehighvalleylive.

com on business owners celebrating 

longevity in downtown Nazareth.

2 0 0 0 s

Robert M. DiSogra, AuD ’03 wrote an article 

published in the Winter 2014 issue of Tinnitus 

Today called “Over-the-Counter Dietary 

Supplements for Tinnitus: Do They Really 

Help?” in which he concluded that the many 

OTC herb, oil and mineral remedies available 

show false promise. His presentation is 

informational, with the caveat that those with 

tinnitus need to seek professional audiologic 

and otologic intervention to manage their 

condition. Dr. DiSogra currently owns a 

private practice in Freehold, NJ.

Stefanie H. Perle, AuD ’04 joined the 

professional staff at Audiology Associates of 

Freehold, PC this past October. Dr. Perle will 

be coordinating the cochlear implant provider 

program in conjunction with Cochlear 

Americas Corp.

Kimberly M. Cavitt, AuD ’05 and Rita R. 
Chaiken, AuD ’03, were elected to lead the 

Academy of Doctors of Audiology (ADA). 

Dr. Cavitt has been selected to serve as the 

ADA’s president for 2015 and Dr. Chaiken 

was selected as the ADA’s president-elect 

for the 2015 program. Dr. Cavitt operates her 

own Audiology consulting firm, Audiology 

Resources Inc, in Chicago. She is also a 

member of the State of Illinois Speech 

Pathology and Audiology Licensure Board, 

and is an adjunct lecturer at Northwestern 

University. Dr. Chaiken is currently a 

consultant for Atlanta Hearing Associates 

and an adjunct at Salus University Osborne 

College of Audiology. She was named 

2014 Salus University Osborne College of 

Audiology Alumnus of the Year. Dr. Chaiken 

has owned a private audiology practice for 12 

years, has been an ADA member since 1981 

and a member of its Board of Directors since 

2010.

Alexandra F. Keenan-Courter, AuD ’05 
accepted a position with the Wray (CO) 

Community District Hospital and Wray Clinic 

in February, where she will see patients at 

the Wray Specialty Clinic. She currently has 

a private practice in her home town of Fort 

Morgan, CO.

Jennifer M. Werrell, OD ’05 has joined the 

Eye Institute at Medical Center Clinic in Gulf 

Breeze, FL, where she will work alongside a 

pediatric ophthalmologist to treat common 

pediatric eye problems. Dr. Werrell completed 

a TEI residency program in Ocular Disease 

and Management.

Susan E. Yezzo, AuD ’06 now practices 

at Center for Better Hearing, in Kentucky. 

Her primary interest is adult evaluation and 

treatment of hearing loss with amplification. 

She is a fellow of the American Academy of 

Audiology and a member of the Kentucky 

Speech-Language-Hearing Association. She is 

a licensed audiologist and hearing instrument 

specialist.

Julie Glick, AuD ’08 was a keynote speaker 

for the New York Section of the Audio 

Engineering Society in February, where she 

provided a medical professional’s perspective 

on functional strategies for hearing protection 

and preservation. A passion for music led 

her to an appreciation and insight of the 

technicalities of live musical performances 

Class Notes
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and the importance of hearing for musicians 

and music fans. A Fellow of the American 

Academy of Audiology, she is currently a 

licensed audiologist and hearing instrument 

dispenser in New York. 

Sarah B. (Ciccone) Peil, OD ’09 married 

Ryan Peil this past June. She is currently an 

optometrist at National Vision in Hagerstown, 

MD. Ryan is an engineer with Manitowoc 

Cranes in Shady Grove. The couple currently 

resides in Chambersburg, PA.
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Adrian A. Feijoo, PA-C ’10 has been busy 

since graduation. He married his wife, Brittany, 

in 2013 and they purchased a new home in 

Columbia, MD this past November. Adrian 

currently works in a private dermatology 

practice and works part time at an urgent care 

facility. Salus University’s old vision van has 

been re-skinned with new interdisciplinary 

photos that include a photo of Adrian. 

Adam R. Glassick, PA-C ’10 is one of 240 

physician assistants nationally to earn the 

Certificate of Added Qualifications from the 

National Commission on Certification of 

Physician Assistants. He is currently employed 

at St. Vincent’s Medical Center Riverside in 

Jacksonville, FL. Adam is one of the first to be 

awarded CAQ in Hospital Medicine which was 

offered for the first time in 2014.

Alecia L. Manning, AuD ’10, is working at 

Center for Better Hearing, in Kentucky. 

Her primary interest is adult evaluation and 

treatment of hearing loss with specialization 

in amplification/hearing aids. She is a fellow 

of the American Academy of Audiology and a 

licensed hearing instrument specialist.

Amanda M. Sanford, OD ’10, and husband, 

Amar Sayani, OD ’10, FAAO, expanded their 

family last year, welcoming son Riaz. 

Natasha Randhawa, OD ’12, was a recent 

Spotlight Presenter for BNI Park Power 

Connections in Alberta, Canada.  

Dr. Randhawa spoke about the differences in 

eye care and the services they provide. She 

currently works at Sherwood Park Eye Centre.

Yi Kai A. (Andy) Teo, BS ’12, MSc ’12 was 

part of the teaching faculty for a five-day 

pediatric optometry course held by Singapore 

Eye Care Professionals in March. He is an 

IGARD optometrist, preschool educator, and 

director of education to the ELF preschool 

in Singapore. He also runs Early Childhood 

Vision Development Pte, Ltd.

Jamie Wohlhagen, OD ’12 married Ryan 

P. Emptage in August in Wilmington, DE. 

Ryan is a biochemist at the University of 

Pennsylvania. Their wedding party included 

Salus PCO alumni Kajal Dhebaria, OD ’12 and 
Jennifer Sedaghati, OD ’12. The reception, 

held at the Mendenhall Inn in Mendenhall 

PA, included guests Avital Felman, OD 
’12, Nadine Kebrat-Hermann, OD ’12 and 

Dixita Patel, OD ’12, Ronald Young, OD ’97 

and Michael Spinnell, OD ’70. Jamie, who 

was Class of 2012 president, will keep her 

last name. She is in practice at Delaware 

Ophthalmology Consultants in Wilmington 

with Jean Astorino, OD ’94, Erin McConnell, 
OD ’09, Angela Pellegrini, OD ’08 and Ronald 
Young, OD ’97. 

Enjoli O. Cooke, OD ’13 is practicing part time 

with Pullman Vision Source in Pullman, WA 

as well as Sears Optical in the North Town 

Mall as an independent licensed optometrist, 

in Spokane, WA. She has training in specialty 

contact lenses, low vision, and ocular disease.

Andy H. S. Lau, AuD ’13 has been appointed 

to the Board of the Accreditation Commission 

for Audiology Education. Andy resides in 

Oklahoma City OK, where he is a faculty 

audiologist at OSU Physicians.

Marshall Walker, OD ’13 and his wife, Heidi, 

welcomed their first child, son Smith Austin 

Walker in January. Marshall is a clinical assistant 

professor at Northeastern State University 

College of Optometry and he practices at a 

Cherokee Nation health clinic. Heidi is taking 

a few months off to be with Smith and will 

then return to her job as COO of a company 

that develops, manufactures and sells various 

products to creative entrepreneurs. The 

Walkers live in Stillwater OK. 

Adam J. Dillner, OD ’14 recently joined Family 

Eyecare North in Mars PA, located outside of 

Pittsburgh. One of Adam’s externships was 

completed at Family Eyecare North, where 

he now practices preventative medicine and 

early disease detection and management. 

Rachel M. Fritz, OD ’14 and Shane Kishel 

announced their engagement this past 

November. Rachel is employed by The 

Eye Center of Central PA, which has 16 

locations. Her fiancé is a third grade teacher 

in the Lewisburg (PA) Area School District. A 

wedding is planned for June of this year. 

Vitto Mena, OD ’14, MS is in practice at Family 

Care Vision Center in Rutherford NJ, where he 

sees patients for contact lens and sports vision 

in addition to regular vision care. The practice 

has been in the Purnell family since 1934, and 

includes alumni Dr. Robert Purnell ’66 and  

Dr. Robert Schorn Purnell ’96. 

Abena Adjei Ntim, OD, MS ’14 is the first 

person in her native country of Ghana to earn 

a Low Vision Rehabilitation master’s degree. 

Dr. Ntim and her family returned to Ghana in 

January of this year.

Lindsey A. Schaale, OD ’14 recently accepted a 

position at Grochmal Eye Center, where she will 

be providing primary eye care and working with 

pre- and post-operative patients undergoing 

LASIK, cataract surgery, and other procedures.

Olayemi V. Swindell, OD ’14 has begun 

practicing at Pearle Vision of the Greater 

Philadelphia Area. 

Ashley M. (Wolanski) Wagner, 
OD ’14 and Joseph M. 
Wagner, ’15OD were married 

this past December. Fellow 

graduates Katelin R. Staley, 
OD ’13 and Eugene Y. K. 
Wong, OD ’14 were among 

the bridal party. Dr. Wolanski 

practices at Biernacki Eye 

Associates in Wilkes-Barre  

and Mountain Top.
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Louis E. Goldszer, OD ’42 passed away on February 1, 2015.  

Dr. Goldszer served in the US Army Medical Department Regiment from 

1942-46 and worked in his optometry practice in Pittsburgh, PA for over 

40 years until his retirement in 1984. He was a 70-year member of the 

American Optometric Association. He enjoyed photography and was 

the president of the Antique Photographic Society, as well as a member 

of the Stereoscopic Society of America. He is survived by his wife, 

Beatrice, his three sons, and nine grandchildren.

Jerome W. Rosner, OD ’44 passed away on November 18, 2014 at the 

age of 90. A WWII US Army veteran, Dr. Rosner taught at the University 

of Houston for thirty years, where he was named professor emeritus 

of Optometry in 2008. Interested in helping children with learning 

difficulties, Dr. Rosner published multiple books and founded two 

schools, Pace Academy in Pittsburgh and The Joy School in Houston. 

He is survived by his wife, Dr. Joy Rosner, four children, and two 

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his daughter, Carolyn. 

William T. Kohn, OD ’46 of Chapel Hill, NC passed away on  

January 6, 2013. Dr. Kohn started his optometry practice in 1948 in 

Chapel Hill and was an advocate for the Chapel Hill downtown area. 

He was president of the Downtown Association for a number of years 

and was also a member of the Roosters Club. Dr. Kohn enjoyed poker, 

golf, and the Tar Heels. He is survived by his wife, Shirley, son, David, 

and two grandchildren.

Howard D. Greenberg, OD ’48 of Bay Village, formerly of Lorain, 

OH passed away on November 13, 2014. His practice served the 

community of Lorain for 40 years. His daughter, Dr. Susan Thompson, 

joined the practice in 1991, taking over the practice after his 

retirement. Dr. Greenberg served in the US Army as a paratrooper 

with the rank of corporal during WWII. He was awarded the American 

Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, and WWII Victory Medal. He 

was a member of Jewish War Veterans, Bay Village VFW, and the 82nd 

Airborne Association. He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Selma, his 

daughter and two sons and two grandsons.

George C. Morelli, OD ’48 of Wayne, PA passed away on June 7, 

2014. Dr. Morelli was a WWII Veteran and served with the U.S. Army 

Medical Department as a surgical eye assistant. He owned a practice in 

Wayne, PA and was a life-long member of St. Katherine of Siena Parish 

in Wayne. He is survived by his wife Gloria, his four siblings and his 

cousin, Dennis J. Denick, OD ’92. 

L. Albert Webb, OD ’48 of South Hadley, MA passed away on October 

28, 2014. Dr. Webb began his practice in 1949 with his father-in-law 

and continued Dr. McCulloch’s care of patients with aniseikonia, 

expanding the practice with special vision aids for patients with limited 

vision. He was a pioneer in Children’s Vision and Learning Difficulties. 

He served as vice president of the Massachusetts Optometric Society 

and president of the Western District Massachusetts Optometry Society. 

He developed and served as coordinator of the Patient Representative 

Program at Holyoke Medical Center for thirteen years and spent many 

years volunteering at the former Second Congregational Church in 

Holyoke, where he lived for more than fifty years. Predeceased by 

Barbara, his wife of sixty-eight years, Dr. Webb is survived by his two 

children, two grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. 

Sanford Glasser, OD ’49, father of Jay S. Glasser, OD ’80, passed away 

in January of this year.
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Robert L. Sherrill, OD ’50, of Charlotte, VA passed away July 23, 2013. 

Dr. Sherrill’s brother-in-law was the late James S. Price, Jr., OD ’51.

Lloyd H. Stevens, OD ’50 of Marion Station, MD passed away on  

June 3, 2014. He practiced for thirty-three years and was a WWII US 

Army Air Corps veteran. Dr. Stevens had great interest in aviation and 

was a member of Asbury United Methodist Church. He is survived by 

his daughter, his son, and five grandchildren.

Edward E. Granatt, OD ’51, a former PCO faculty member, passed 

away on February 12, 2015.

James S. Price, Jr., OD ‘51 of Charlotte, NV passed away on March 23, 

2014. He is the brother-in-law of the late Robert L. Sherrill, OD ’50.  
Dr. Price was a WWII US Army veteran and was passionate about 

his faith, serving and working with many Christian organizations, 

such as Hickory Grove Methodist Church. He was a chairman of the 

Conference of Laity and after retiring after 42 years of optometry 

practice in Charlotte, he founded Purpose Ministry, a retreat 

encouraging others in their Christian faith with his wife. He is  

survived by his wife, Joyce, two daughters, six grandsons, and five 

great-grandchildren.

Marvin D. Stiglitz, OD ’54, of Buffalo, NY, passed away on November 

20, 2014. While at PCO, Dr. Stiglitz was a member of the National 

Honor Society, class national delegate, class chaplain, and a member 

of the Omega Epsilon Phi Fraternity. He was a lifelong piano player, 

In Memoriam
With sorrow, the University notes the passing of:

Robert J. Morrison, OD ’48 

formerly of Harrisburg, PA 

passed away on January 7, 

2015 at the age of 90  

in Longboat Key, FL.  

Dr. Morrison practiced 

in Harrisburg and New York City for more 

than fifty years and was an internationally 

known specialist in contact lenses. A pioneer 

in eye care, he worked with the Czech 

Academy of Sciences for ten years, where he 

developed and became a co-patent holder 

of the soft contact lens. Some of his patients 

included members of 17 royal families, 

seven consecutive Pennsylvania governors 

and a host of celebrities, many of whom he 

counted as friends and some of whom shared 

his passion for tennis. 

Dr. Morrison’s work was not limited to the 

wealthy and famous and he always said 

that eye care was the same no matter who 

the patient was. During his career he was 

knighted at the United Nations by HRH Prince 

Bernhard of The Netherlands for his work in 

developing countries. 

A voracious reader who attended every 

lecture he could, his passion for contact 

lens technology led to the authorship of 

The Contact Lens Book. Dr. Morrison also 

published many professional papers in the 

fields of optometry and ophthalmology, as 

well as his biography, Man of Vision: the Story 

of Dr. Robert Morrison.

He was a faculty member at Pennsylvania 

College of Optometry, New York Medical 

College, and Pennsylvania State/Hershey 

Medical School. After his retirement he 

traveled the globe on behalf of the World 

Health Organization (WHO). He was 

predeceased by his wife, Ruth, and is survived 

by two children, five grandchildren and his 

brother, Victor S. Morrison, OD ’50.
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patron of the arts, and a US Army Veteran. Dr. Stiglitz owned 20/20 

Optical in downtown Buffalo and worked for Council Opticians and 

West Side Eye Care and is survived by his partner, Thomas Sadowski, 

sister, Sheila King, niece and nephews and great-nieces and nephews.

Fred M. Reid, OD ‘55, FAAO of Santa Fe, NM passed away at age 86 on 

December 11, 2014. Dr. Reid practiced in Santa Fe for more than thirty-

six years. He specialized in contact lens, and participated in research 

trials with the FDA in the introduction of the first extended-wear lens 

in 1983. Dr. Reid was a humanitarian, performing vision screenings 

in local schools through various organizations. His volunteer work 

at home included working with Save the Children’s “Eyes on the 

Future” program on a Navajo Nation Reservation, serving as president 

of his synagogue and becoming a founding member of another. He 

also volunteered abroad in Costa Rica and Laos through Lions Club 

International’s “Gift of Sight” program. Dr. Reid is survived by his 

four children, ten grandchildren, and his partner in work and life for 

twenty-eight years, Joanne B. Travis.

Sidney S. Fink, OD ’56 passed away in Philadelphia on January 1, 

2015. Dr. Fink was the cousin of J. Leonard Cahan, OD ’48. A retired 

optometrist, teacher and writer, he resided in Silver Spring, MD, was 

predeceased by his wife, Lilleta, and is survived by his children and 

grandchildren.

Gerald G. Fialkow, OD ’57 of Weston, FL passed away on October 25, 

2014. He practiced in College Point, Queens, NY and Woodmere, NY 

for more than fifty years. He was an active member of the New York 

State Optometric Association and in the Congregation Sons of Israel 

in Woodmere, NY. He was also a longstanding member of the AEPi 

fraternity. Dr. Fialkow is survived by his wife, Gloria, his two children, 

and three grandchildren.

Gary F. Sowers, OD ’58 of Ft. Meyers, FL passed away September 21, 

2014. 
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Donald Goldstein, OD ’60 of Warminster, PA passed away on  

January 13, 2015. Retired from practice, Dr. Goldstein had a passion for 

traveling and poetry. He is survived by his wife, Barbara, two children 

and two grandchildren.

Gerald Robert Jentis, OD ’65 passed away on January 1, 2000.
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Kevin J. Guthrie, OD ’74, of Greensboro, NC passed away in August 

2014. He served in the US Army Medical Corps and upon discharge 

in 1965, returned home, met his wife, and began pursuing a career 

in optometry. His practice, Optimum Eye Vision Care Center, served 

Piedmont for 30 years with offices in five different cities. He was an 

active member of Rotary International, the Greensboro Jaycees, the 

Elks, and the Greensboro Seniors. He volunteered in Guatemala, where 

he provided free eye exams and glasses. Dr. Guthrie loved to travel and 

to play golf and he is survived by his wife, Victoria, his two sons, and 

two grandsons.

Terry W. Marzo, OD ’74 of Elkland, PA passed away in April 2011. In 

addition to being a PCO graduate, he was the owner of Marzo Beer 

Distillery in Elkland. He is survived by his wife, Sandy, two children, two 

grandchildren and his mother and brother.

Gary M. Shapiro, OD ’79 of Scottsdale, AZ passed away on December 

13, 2014 at the age of 62 after a valiant battle with cancer. He joined 

his father Donald D. Shapiro, OD ’40 in practice in 1979 and was 

instrumental in expanding the practice by adding Optical Expressions 

in Scottsdale and Phoenix. An avid golfer, Dr. Shapiro also enjoyed 

skiing, travel and wine tasting. He is survived by his wife, Laurie, their 

son and daughter, his mother, two sisters, two brothers-in-law, and 

many nieces and nephews.
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Bradley W. Neujahr, OD ’82 of Bagley, MN passed away on May 

9, 2014. Dr. Bagley was a US Army veteran and a member of the 

American Optometric Association, American Legion, and the National 

Rifle Association. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, and golfing. He was 

the owner of Northwest Eye Center in Bagley and Fosston, MN. He is 

survived by his wife, Barbara, and their two daughters.

Steven L. Piasecki, OD ’87 passed away on February 1, 2015 at the age 

of 52. Dr. Piasecki had owned and practiced at Eyes R Us, in Ashton, 

PA since 1997. He was a devoted member of Grace Bible Fellowship 

Church, in Wallingford, PA, serving as an elder, youth leader, worship 

leader and denominational delegate. He is survived by his wife, Susan, 

their six children and his parents.

Harold Berman, OD 1950
Robert M. Edelstein, OD 1950
Richard F. Gambino, OD 1950
Edward J. Gillies, OD 1950
Gerald J. Kalb, OD 1950
Ramjattan H. Singh, OD 1950
George W. Thomas, Jr., OD 1950
Guido R. Varano, OD 1950
Marc B. Yaffe, OD 1950
Francis V. Baran, OD 1955
Daniel Goldstein, OD 1955
Gerald R. Safier, OD 1955
Bernard J. Topfer, OD 1955
Sheldon Morgenstern, OD 1960
Thomas B. Attea, Jr., OD 1965
Robert A. LaMare, OD 1970
Sandy H. Schiffman, OD 1970
Howard Topol, OD 1970
B. James Haidler, OD 1975
Guy J. Russo, OD 1975

John E. Ellis, OD 1980
Taiwo A. Kuyinu, OD 1980
David C. Wogksch, OD 1980
Mary M. Woods-Brown, OD 1985
Erik G. Weller, OD 1985
Stacy A. Howard, MEd 1990
Kathryn A. Isaac, OD 1990
Theodore Kelly, OD 1990
Deborah M. Kitchen, MS 1990
Patricia D. Riley, OD 1990
Jonathan A. Stein, OD 1990
P. Bruce Taylor, MS 1990
Michele M. Tyson, MEd 1990
Melissa Griggs 1995
Loisdean W. Jones 1995
Randall L. Lucas, MS 1995
Omar A. Manna, OD 1995
Naomi H. F. Nsubuga, OD 1995
Leland J. Sarrell, II, OD 1995
Angela R. White, OD 1995

Lynn Zelvin, MS 1995
William H. Agnew, OD 2000
Fernando A. Arteaga, OD 2000
Kimberly Frantz Boyer, OD 2000
Karen A. Householder 2000
Anh-Hong T. Huynh, OD 2000
Patricia Martinez 2000
Trichelle N. Melancon, OD 2000
Paul S. Rhee, OD 2000
Nancy J. Strohm, MS 2000
Nga T. Truong, OD 2000
ZhenYing Yang, OD 2000
Leigh A. Alexander, AuD 2005
Annie R. Crockford, AuD 2005
Juliann L. Cunningham, AuD 2005
Sharon R. Jackson, MEd 2005
Kelly Johnston 2005
Julie M. Lauridsen, AuD 2005
Junean A. Marshall, OD, MS 2005
Jodi B. Orliss, AuD 2005

John E. Rietcheck, AuD 2005
Aaron M. Wetli, MS 2005
Raegan J. Bergstrom, AuD 2010
Amy L. Bolstein, MMS 2010
Elena B. Doyle, MS 2010
Robin L. Fiscus, AuD 2010
Iris I. Gonzalez- 
 Velazquez, AuD 2010
Michael A. McKenna, AuD 2010
Ronald W. Miller, AuD 2010
Danielle L. Stiles, AuD 2010

We have no contact information 
for the alumni listed here. If you 
can provide information about a 
classmate, please contact Jamie 
Lemisch at 215.780.1391 or 
jlemisch@salus.edu.

Missing Alumni
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NEPOS Honors Dr. John Biernacki ’52

One of the first benches purchased in the University’s 
bench campaign is dedicated in memory of John S. 
Biernacki, OD ’52, who was the 2012 Albert Fitch Alumnus 
of the Year recipient. 

Dr. Biernacki passed away in December 2013 at the age 
of 86 and the Northeastern Pennsylvania Optometric 
Association (NEPOS) wanted to find a way to honor his 
memory. The Association decided a bench on the Elkins 
Park campus was a fitting tribute to the man who hosted 
more than 75 PCO externs, mentored many more in his 
practice over the years, played a key role in the passage of 
state optometric legislation and attended monthly NEPOS 
meetings up until six months before his death.

Dr. Kenneth Savitski ’87, current president of both NEPOS 
and the Salus University Alumni Association, said, “We 
in NEPOS called Dr. John ‘the father of optometry in 
northeastern Pennsylvania.’” He noted that many of the 
optometrists who practice in that area went through  
Dr. Biernacki’s office as externs and that Dr. John helped to 
guide them and countless others through their early years 
in the profession. 

Dr. Savitski also explained the importance of alumni 
projects such as the campus benches saying, “As alumni 
president, I’ve become aware that any available opportunity 

to donate to Salus in memory of an alumnus means 
so much to the family members. It also means a great 
deal to that graduate’s colleagues, and to their legacy 
to the school, their profession and their standing in the 
community.”

Dr. Biernacki’s daughter, Donna McLaughlin, OD, and her 
husband, Bill McLaughlin, OD, DO, are both graduates of 
the Class of 1981. Their daughter, Julie McLaughlin, OD ’12, 
graduated a few weeks after her grandfather received his 
alumni award. When interviewed about this honor to her 
father, Donna McLaughlin said that she thought he would 
be “very humbled and very thrilled.” She added, “My dad 
always preached involvement with optometry and told the 
students he mentored to ‘be and do everything you can for 
it,’ always saying, it’s a career, not a job.”

John Biernacki personified the profession of optometry, 
particularly in northeastern Pennsylvania. He was always 
cognizant of how far the profession had advanced since 
he first practiced and actively sought to continue that 
advancement. He was proud of what optometry had 
become as a profession, according to Dr. McLaughlin. “He 
practiced until he was 82 years old,” she said. “I think the 
naming of the bench in his honor depicts what his life was 
about: moving the profession forward.”  
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DEDICATE A  
CAMPUS BENCH
Make a lasting gift. The Salus University Bench Dedication 
Program is the perfect way to remember someone special, honor 
your profession, or simply support the education of the next 
generation of health professionals. 

What Kind of bench? 
The benches are made of dense and  
durable dark wood that we expect to last  
25 years or more. 

Cost 
These new benches can be dedicated  
with a gift of $2,500. Durable zinc plaques 
with a brushed bronze finish will be installed 
providing space for your personalized 
inscription. 

Sample Inscriptions: 
IN MEMORY OF  

JOHN ALUMNUS, OD ’52 

DEDICATED BY  
JANE SMITH, TRUSTEE 

JOHN ALUMNUS, OD ’52  
EVERY DAY IS A GIFT 

Name

Address (Home or Business – circle one)

Phone (Home, Business, or Cell – circle one)

Method of payment:

Check payable to Salus University   MasterCard   Visa

Credit Card # V-Code Exp.

Signature

Salus University
8360 Old York Rd
Elkins Park, PA 19027

Phone 215.780.1391
Fax 215.780.1396
alumni@salus.edu
www.salus.edu

Each dedication plaque holds twenty seven characters per line (including spaces and punctuation)  
and two lines of copy. Characters will be centered on the plaque. I would like my inscription to read:

Please photocopy and return this section to the address listed at left.

LINE 1:

LINE 2:

salus.edu
THE FUTURE OF HEALTH SCIENCE  SINCE 1919.
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APRIL 22-24, 2015

Penn-Del Association for the Education & Rehabilitation of the 

Blind and Visually Impaired (AERBVI)

Spring Vision Conference

Harrisburg, PA

MAY 2, 2015

Salus University Alumni Weekend

Welcoming all classes especially  

’40, ’45, ’50, ’55, ’60, ’65, ’70, ’75, ’80, ’85, ’90, ’95, ’00, ’05, ’10

Interdisciplinary Continuing Education

Elkins Park Campus 

Evening Celebration

Chart House Restaurant, Philadelphia, PA

MAY 3, 2015

Continuing Education

The Dr. Joseph C. Toland 25th Annual Excellence in  

Education Conference 

• New concepts and controversies in the treatment and 

management of anterior and posterior segment disease

• Optometry Resident Grand Rounds Sessions

Elkins Park Campus 

MAY 18-22, 2015

Acoustic Society of America

Spring Meeting 

Pittsburgh, PA 

MAY 22, 2015

Spring Commencement

Kimmel Center

Philadelphia, PA

MAY 23-27, 2015

American Academy of Physician Assistants Annual Conference

San Francisco, CA

JUNE 24-28, 2015

American Optometric Association: Optometry’s Meeting® 

Seattle, WA 

OCTOBER 6, 2015

Fall Commencement 

Keneseth Israel 

Elkins Park, PA 

OCTOBER 7-10, 2015

American Academy of Optometry 

New Orleans, LA

OCTOBER 21-24, 2015

Pennsylvania Society of Physician Assistants  

Annual CME Conference

Erie, PA


